
 

 

                                8 April 
REVISION 52 

 
Three household seating, one guest per member, indoors.  Three households outdoors.  Capacity 

75%.   
Fully vaccinated travelers from outside of RI do not need to get tested before or after travel and do 

not need to self-quarantine.   
When in the lounge, avoid mingling between tables and wear a mask when traveling through the 

area.  
 
 

COVID-19 Control Plan for the Newport Yacht Club 
 
This Board of Directors approved COVID-19 NYC Control Plan is based on Rhode Island law and direction 
provided by the RI Governor, RI DEM, and the Newport Harbormaster.  It is evolving as conditions allow 
and is maintained by a special subcommittee consisting of the House and Float & Dock Chairs, Club 
Steward, one member-at-large, the Vice-Commodore, and the Commodore.  It shall be in place to promote 
the health and safety of our members and staff.  It will be monitored and enforced - Bartenders, Club 
Managers (Steward, Bar, Office, Dock), House Chair, Float & Dock Chair, and Commodores have authority 
and responsibility to enforce.  As guidance from State government evolves to ease restrictions, this plan 
will be revised.  To maintain communications to membership, updates to this plan will be posted weekly on 
the NYC web site.  This plan will be posted on the Club premises. 
 
 
 
Overarching guidance 

• House hours are from 0800 until the lounge closes or 2000 hrs.  This is subject to change as 
conditions allow. 

• Access to the Clubhouse is through the Main Deck door so that an accurate occupancy headcount 
can be maintained.  All other doors are for emergency exit only. 

• We have purchased 4 HEPA air purifiers that will exchange and purify the air every 15 minutes per 
State Guidelines. 

• All members entering the Clubhouse are required to sign in with their name, date, state of residence 
and time.  This is necessary as the Club is required to have a plan in place in the event of an outbreak 
to facilitate contact tracing. 

• No one may come to the Club that is not feeling well or has been in contact with someone 
symptomatic. 

• All employees, members and guests visiting NYC will be screened for COVID symptoms. 
• Physical distancing is to be observed at all times – 6 feet. 
• Face coverings or masks are to be worn by staff and members; members to provide their own 

mask/covering. 
• Members and/or spousal members and one non-member guest per member will be permitted in the 

Clubhouse.  Up to three households indoors with max of 8.  Priority will be given to members as 
capacity is reached. Up to three households outdoors, max 10. 

• No reciprocity is allowed.    
• No one may enter the Clubhouse or marina coming from a state with restricted travel to RI unless 

they have been fully vaccinated.  As of this Plan revision, the following locations are not allowed:  
Alabama, Florida, Colorado, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas,  Michigan, Mississippi, 



Nebraska, New Hampshire,   New Jersey, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio,  Oklahoma, 
Minnesota,  Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, 
Washington and all international locations.  If you have not been fully vaccinated, a mandatory 14-
day quarantine or a certified negative COVID-19 test within past 72 hours is required for all coming 
from a restricted state including RI residents who have traveled to one or more of these states or 
foreign country in the last 14 days.  As this list changes frequently, consult the following web site for 
the latest updates:  https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/testing/testing-positivity 

• All social gatherings are limited to members of your immediate household effective 30 November.  
This restriction will stay in effect until further notice.  Physical distancing/face covering requirements 
apply. 

• Staff and/or security will function as “House Monitors” to verify occupancy, masks, and distancing 
requirements. 

• Hand sanitizer will be available at multiple locations. 
• Restrooms and all high touch surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected regularly. 
• Professional services and contractors working within our facility are permitted entry. 

 
Lounge  

• TVs will be in service on Sundays for football.  Members are reminded no outside food is permitted. 
• No standing consumption is permitted.   
• There will be no self- service table selection.  Either the Greeter or Bar staff will direct all patrons to 

a table to ensure seating only at tables which have been properly cleaned and disinfected.  This is a 
mandatory requirement. 

• Until an alternate plan is developed and approved by the RI DOH and DBR, there will be a server 
taking and delivering drink orders to seated patrons only, similar to how food is handled.  Patrons are 
still to buss their own table upon leaving. 

• The lounge has been relocated to the Main Deck with seating arranged to maintain physical 
distancing. 

• Diners may be seated only with Club members of their immediate household or 1 non-member guest 
who resides in your household.        

• No outside food is to be brought in, including on decks.  
• No member use of the Galley is permitted.  
• Occupancy of the Main Deck lounge will be limited to 75% capacity (72 persons max). 
• Members and guests must utilize seating.  If all seating is occupied, please check to see if the lounge 

is at max capacity.  Please do not enter the lounge if max capacity has been reached. 
• Members’ time in Lounge will be limited to 2 hours so more members can access service.  An 

exception will be if the lounge is not operating at capacity, member time can be extended. 
• Members are to avoid mingling between tables to reduce opportunity for exposure. 
• All tables and chairs will be cleaned between each new party. 
• Members at tables are to wear face mask/cloth face covering when standing or walking in the 

Clubhouse.  Failure to comply could result in being asked to leave the lounge for the safety of all. 
• Members are to buss / clear their table prior to departure. 
• Lounge hours:  Closed Monday and Tuesday; 4:00 pm – 8:00 pm Wednesday, Thursday, Friday; 

12:00 pm – 8:00 pm Saturday and Sunday.  This is subject to change as conditions allow. 
• One bartender will be working at a time. 
• The upstairs lounge is closed. 
• All liquor, wine and beer deliveries to have boxes disinfected before being put into storage. 
• All fruit/garnishes to be cleaned/disinfected to the best extent possible. 
• No minors will be permitted on the Main Deck during hours when alcohol is being served.  Use of 

bathroom is permitted if accompanied by an adult member. 
 

Rest of House 
• All gatherings or tables are limited as determined by clearly marked seating designations. 
• Laundry will be closed. 
• No additional seating or tables are to be taken from storage closets. 
• No access to garage by members is permitted. 
• No access to the Club computer or printer will be allowed. 

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/testing/testing-positivity


 
 
Restrooms 

• The back door to the Clubhouse will be open from 0800 hrs until the lounge closes or until 2000 hrs 
for access to the Women’s and Men’s rooms.  Members with keys can access the restrooms 24/7.  

• Soap, hand sanitizer and wipes will be available.  Additionally, a hand sanitizer station will be 
placed just inside the rear door of the Club so that members can sanitize their hands before 
entering the restroom.  Members are urged to take all sanitary precautions. 

• Showers will be closed and unavailable for use until further notice. 
• Masks must be worn at all times when accessing the rest rooms. 

 
Docks and Marina 
 

• CLOSED FOR THE SEASON 
 
 
Launch Operation 
 

• CLOSED FOR THE SEASON 
 
 

Racing events 

• TO BE ANNOUNCED 
 
 
Decks 

 
• The upper East Deck is closed. 
• The lower East and South Decks are open.  Tables and chairs are positioned to maintain physical 

distancing.  Groups are limited to two households, while dining, outside.  These two decks are open 
to members and their families. Total occupancy is limited to 17 persons.  (33% capacity)    

• The West Deck is closed.  No one is to use the fire escape. 
 
 
Parking Lot 

• Physical distancing guidelines apply to members’ use of parking lot. 
• No impromptu parties/gatherings in the parking lot are permitted. 

 
Other 

• In the event a positive case has been diagnosed, the Steward will call the Department of Health at 
401.222.8022 (or 211 after hours) to assist in contact tracing and to provide further information.  

• Upon notification that an employee, member or guest who has visited the Club has tested positive 
for COVID-19, the NYC will close immediately.  A 24-hour waiting period will apply before a thorough 
cleaning and disinfection process is conducted.  When this is done, the Club will reopen.  This is per 
CDC guidelines referenced in reopeningri.com. 

• The authorized point(s) of contact to interface with the RI Department of Health for inspections, audits, 
and/or contract tracing in order of precedence is:  Club Steward, any Flag Officer, House chair, 
Bartender on duty. 

• The COVID-19 Control Plan template provided by the State of Rhode Island (reopeningri.com) which 
has been executed is incorporated in this plan by reference. 

 
On behalf of your Board of Directors, we understand the inconvenience this COVID-19 pandemic has 
caused for us all.  We all share in the difficulties caused by this crisis.  Please know that this plan is led and 
managed by the Club leadership and executed by the staff for your safety.  It is incumbent upon us all to 
follow this plan to the best extent possible when visiting the Club to promote safety and compliance with 



requirements levied upon us by the state.  Please monitor yourself and be respectful of each other, 
especially if you are cautioned if a minor transgression of the requirements occurs.  Thank you for your 
cooperation and compliance during these times of restrictive but necessary measures.   
 
 
Approved by the Board of Directors 30 April 2020. 
 
Revised by the COVID-19 Control Plan Sub-committee: 

House Chair Peter Jencks 
Float & Dock Chair Steve Damas 
Club Steward Rudy Borgueta 
Member-at-Large Dennis Ferreira 
Vice Commodore Bob Antignano 
Commodore Betsy Green 

 
cc. NYC web site, Club Steward 


